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© 2017 Mary Pope Osborne. Magic Tree House is a registered trademark of  
Mary Pope Osborne; used under license. Illustrations © 2017 by Sal Murdocca.

MagicTreeHouse.com

Dear Bookseller,

For 25 years, Jack and  

Annie have taken readers  

on grand adventures in  

the magic tree house. For the  

25th anniversary, we decided it was time  

to refresh the branding and pave the way for  

many more adventures yet to come!

The new branding encourages young readers to progress from the 

shorter Magic Tree House adventures to the more challenging  

Merlin Missions. (If you flip this booklet over, you’ll find more  

information and activities for the newly rebranded Magic Tree House 

books.) Please feel free to use the activities in this booklet to help  

the books’ adventures come to life! We look forward to another 

                    25 years of introducing kids to the joy of reading. 

                                 
              May you have many  

                                 
               exciting adventures!

        Safe travels,

         Random House Children’s Books 



MagicTreeHouse.com

A vertebrate is an animal with a backbone.  
Cobras (and other snakes), fish, birds, and mammals are  

all vertebrates. An invertebrate is an animal without a backbone,  
like sponges, mollusks, and worms. Only one of the following animals is an  

invertebrate. Can you figure out which one, using the information you just learned?

ANSWER KEY 

Octopus

Science Challenge

Reproducible Activity!

Pterodactyl

Snake

Crocodile

Seal

Lion

Polar bear

Bison

Tiger

Gorilla

Camel

Octopus

Penguin

Dolphin Dingo
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MagicTreeHouse.com

Help Jack and Annie find the soccer-related  
words listed below!

ANSWER KEY 

KICKOFF, GOALIE, DRIBBLE, PASS, HEADER,
 MIDFIELDER, PENALTY, TRAP, CLEATS
Soccer Scramble

Reproducible Activity!
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IOKFCFK  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

ELGIOA  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

BERBDLI  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

SPSA  ___  ___  ___  ___

DARHEE  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

LDDFEIMIRE  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

ALPYNTE  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

                                           RATP  ___  ___  ___  ___

                                           SACTEL  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___



MagicTreeHouse.com

ANSWER KEY 

Soccer Maze

Reproducible Activity!
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Help Jack & Annie find their way back to the  
magic tree house by navigating through the crowds of soccer fans.



MagicTreeHouse.com

Connect the dots below to create your own furry friend. 

Connect-the-Dots

Reproducible Activity!
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ANSWER KEY 



MagicTreeHouse.com

Use the reverse alphabet code (A = Z, B = Y, C = X, and so on)  
to help Jack and Annie learn a surprising fact about penguins.

Code Breaker

Reproducible Activity!
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ANSWER KEY 

Some prehistoric penguins were as tall as people.

H L N V     K I V S R H G L I R X

K V M T F R M H     D V I V     Z H

G Z O O     Z H     K V L K O V



MagicTreeHouse.com

Jack and Annie are writing a story about three penguins.  
Annie has given them names, and Jack has decided they will each  

be a different species of penguin. There will be one emperor penguin,  
one Galápagos penguin, and one little penguin. Each penguin lives either  

at the equator, in Australia, or in Antarctica. And each penguin has ear feathers of a  
particular color—yellow, gray, or black. Can you figure out which penguin is which?  

Use the grid to help you!

Logic Puzzle

Reproducible Activity!
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1. Lenny lives at the Equator.

2. Penny is not a Galápagos penguin.

3. The emperor penguin does not have black feathers around its ears.

4.  Boo is a little penguin, and her ear feathers are not black or yellow.

5. The penguin that lives in Australia has gray ear feathers.

6. The emperor penguin lives in Antarctica.

Penguin Location Ear Color Species

Lenny

Penny

Boo

PenguinLocationEar ColorSpecies

LennyequatorblackGalápagos

PennyAntarcticayellowemperor

BooAustraliagraylittle

ANSWER KEY 
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MagicTreeHouse.com

Dear Bookseller,

For 25 years, Jack and  

Annie have taken readers  

on grand adventures in  

the magic tree house. For the  

25th anniversary, we decided it was time  

to refresh the branding and pave the way for  

many more adventures yet to come!

The new branding encourages young readers to progress from the 

shorter Magic Tree House adventures to the more challenging  

Merlin Missions. (If you flip this booklet over, you’ll find more  

information and activities for the newly rebranded Merlin Mission 

books.) Please feel free to use the activities in this booklet to help  

the books’ adventures come to life! We look forward to another 

                    25 years of introducing kids to the joy of reading. 

                                 
              May you have many  

                                 
               exciting adventures!

        Safe travels,

         Random House Children’s Books 
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Dinosaur Trivia
Jack and Annie’s first adventure in the magic tree house  

took them to the prehistoric past with dangerous dinosaurs!  
See if you can answer the trivia questions below!

Reproducible Activity!© 
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1. How long did the dinosaurs live on Earth?

A. 120 million years

B. 160 million years

C. 200 million years

2.  How big was the largest dinosaur egg  
ever found?

A. The size of a minivan

B. The size of a bathtub

C. The size of a football

3. Which kind of dinosaurs were the biggest?

A. Plant-eaters

B. Flesh-eaters

4. Which dinosaur had the biggest head?

A. The Torosaurus (TOAR-uh-SOAR-us)

B.  The Tyrannosaurus rex  
(ty-RAN-uh-SOAR-us RECKS)

C.  The Giganotosaurus  
(jig-uh-NOT-uh-SOAR-us)

5. Which dinosaur had the biggest eyes?

A. The Torosaurus (TOAR-uh-SOAR-us)

B. The Mamenchisaurus (mah-MENCH-ih-SOAR-us)

C. The Dromiceiomimus (drom-uh-SEE-uh-MIME-us)

6. Which dinosaur had the longest neck?

A. The Mamenchisaurus (mah-MENCH-ih-SOAR-us)

B. The Diplodocus (dih-PLOD-oh-kus)

C. The Brachiosaurus (BRACK-ee-uh-SOAR-us)

7.  Which kind of dinosaurs had the  
smallest arms?

A. Plant-eaters

B. Flesh-eaters

8. How big is a Triceratops footprint?

A. 3 feet wide x 3 feet long

B. 1 foot wide x 2 feet long

C. 2 feet wide x 4 feet long

ANSWER KEY 

1. B, 2. C, 3. A, 4. A, 5. C, 6. A, 7. B, 8. A



ANSWER KEY 

Reproducible Activity! MagicTreeHouse.com

Dinosaur Maze
Help Jack get back to the tree house without running into the  

Tyrannosaurus rex.
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MagicTreeHouse.com

Ocean Challenge
There are five oceans in the world. Can you name them all?  

Unscramble the letters below. Then circle the ocean the Titanic was sailing  
through when it sank. 

ACIPCIF __ __ __ __ __ __ __

LNTATCIA __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

NNDAII __ __ __ __ __ __

CARCTI __ __ __ __ __ __

HTNSEOUR __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Reproducible Activity!

ANSWER KEY 

Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic, 
 Southern. The Titanic sank in the 

Atlantic Ocean. 
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Reproducible Activity! MagicTreeHouse.com

Underwater Crisscross
Dolphins are just one of countless creatures of the sea.  

Can you fill the puzzle with the names of all the animals pictured below?
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Fishing for Similarities
Did you know nearly 5,000 different species of fish live around the coral  

reefs in the Indian and Pacific Oceans? Below, circle the two fish  
that are exactly the same.  

Reproducible Activity!

ANSWER KEY 
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Reproducible Activity! MagicTreeHouse.com

Ninja Note
Imagine that you’re a ninja. You’ve just received an important message,  
but it’s in code! Cross out the letters in the word sword to read the note. 

DOOR MEETS MORE 
WIN THOSE CARVERS.

ANSWER KEY 

Meet me in the cave.
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READ ALL THE  
MAGIC TREE HOUSE AND MERLIN MISSIONS ADVENTURES!

MAGIC TREE HOUSE FICTION TITLES MAGIC TREE HOUSE FACT TRACKER TITLES 
 #1 Dinosaurs Before Dark .......................................  Dinosaurs 
 #2 The Knight at Dawn  ..........................................  Knights and Castles
 #3 Mummies in the Morning ...................................  Mummies and Pyramids
 #4 Pirates Past Noon  .............................................  Pirates
 #5 Night of the Ninjas ............................................  Ninjas and Samurai
 #6 Afternoon on the Amazon ...................................  Rain Forests 
 #7 Sunset of the Sabertooth....................................  Sabertooths and the Ice Age
 #8 Midnight on the Moon  ......................................  Space
 #9 Dolphins at Daybreak  ........................................  Dolphins and Sharks
 #10 Ghost Town at Sundown
 #11 Lions at Lunchtime
 #12 Polar Bears Past Bedtime .................................  Polar Bears and the Arctic
 #13 Vacation Under the Volcano  .............................  Ancient Rome and Pompeii
 #14 Day of the Dragon King ....................................  China: Land of the Emperor’s Great Wall
 #15 Viking Ships at Sunrise  ...................................  Vikings
 #16 Hour of the Olympics  ......................................  Ancient Greece and the Olympics
 #17 Tonight on the Titanic .......................................  Titanic
 #18 Buffalo Before Breakfast
 #19 Tigers at Twilight
 #20 Dingoes at Dinnertime
 #21 Civil War on Sunday
 #22 Revolutionary War on Wednesday ......................  American Revolution
 #23 Twister on Tuesday ..........................................  Twisters and Other Terrible Storms
 #24 Earthquake in the Early Morning
 #25 Stage Fright on a Summer Night
 #26 Good Morning Gorillas
 #27 Thanksgiving on Thursday .................................  Pilgrims
 #28 High Tide in Hawaii .........................................  Tsunamis and Other Natural Disasters

         #29 A Big Day for Baseball ...........................  Baseball

MERLIN MISSION FICTION TITLES MAGIC TREE HOUSE FACT TRACKER TITLES 
 #1 Christmas in Camelot
 #2 Haunted Castle on Hallow’s Eve
 #3 Summer of the Sea Serpent
 #4 Winter of the Ice Wizard
 #5 Carnival at Candlelight
 #6 Season of the Sandstorms
 #7 Night of the New Magicians
 #8 Blizzard of the Blue Moon
 #9 Dragon of the Red Dawn
 #10 Monday with a Mad Genius ...................................  Leonardo da Vinci
 #11 Dark Day in the Deep Sea .....................................  Sea Monsters
 #12 Eve of the Emperor Penguin ...................................  Penguins and Antarctica
 #13 Moonlight on the Magic Flute
 #14 A Good Night for Ghosts ........................................  Ghosts
 #15 Leprechaun in Late Winter .....................................  Leprechauns and Irish Folklore
 #16 A Ghost Tale for Christmas Time .............................  Rags and Riches: Kids in the Time of Charles Dickens
 #17 A Crazy Day with Cobras .......................................  Snakes and Other Reptiles
 #18 Dogs in the Dead of Night .....................................  Dog Heroes
 #19 Abe Lincoln At Last! .............................................  Abraham Lincoln
 #20 A Perfect Time For Pandas .....................................  Pandas and Other Endangered Species
 #21 Stallion by Starlight ..............................................  Horse Heroes
 #22 Hurry Up, Houdini!
 #23 High Time for Heroes! ..........................................  Heroes for All Times
 #24 Soccer on Sunday ................................................  Soccer
 #25 Shadow of the Shark ............................................  Sharks and Other Predators
 #26 Balto of the Blue Dawn .........................................  Dogsledding and Extreme Sports
 #27 Night of the Ninth Dragon .....................................  Dragons and Mythical Creatures

More  Magic .
Bi gg er  A dven ture .

Ad vent ure i s waiting 
inside  e very b oo k!

READ THE SUPER EDITION! WORLD AT WAR, 1944 ON SALE 3/14/2017!

NEW



25 YEARS OF GROWING READERS

In 1992, a chapter book series launched and instantly sparked a love of reading in children. 
The Magic Tree House series, by Mary Pope Osborne, has sold over 134 million books and 
has had a significant impact on the way children around the world learn to read. 

In 2017, we celebrate 25 years of this legacy of growing readers with a new look for the series. 
The refreshed packaging reflects what parents and teachers already know: that these books 
encourage readers to learn, progress, and discover. 

The Magic Tree House look now clearly delineates a reading journey through three distinct 
lines: Magic Tree House titles for beginning chapter book readers, Merlin Missions for 
more advanced readers, and Fact Trackers for nonfiction fans. By renumbering the 55 fiction 
titles in two groups (plus a Super Edition!), we are encouraging readers to stay with their 
favorite series longer, giving them a sense of accomplishment as they move from the classic 
adventures into the Merlin Missions.

Twenty-five years later, Magic Tree House continues to prove that it is the premier chapter 
book series of all time.



25 YEARS OF GROWING READERS

For beginning  
chapter book readers

For more  
advanced readers 

For nonfiction fans

PARENTS, READ ON TO FIND OUT MORE!

With more than 133 million books sold worldwide, 
the Magic Tree House series by Mary Pope Osborne has 
sparked a love of reading in children across the globe. 
In 2017, we celebrate 25 years of this legacy of growing  
readers with a new look for the series. 

More  Magic.  B ig ger Ad vent ure.

Ad vent ure is  wai ting  i nside every bo ok !



A NEW WEBSITE!
The official online home of the Magic Tree House series is getting a makeover!  

Designed especially for children ages 6–11, the website remains free of third-party advertising.  
We are committed to providing a safe and secure online experience for children.

The new MagicTreeHouse.com will continue to spark children’s imaginations.  
Adventure comes to life online, as fans can travel through time and around the globe.

WHAT’S COMING . . .

 A fresh new look

  Information about the series’ new  
reading levels

  An updated Mission Game designed to 
reinforce critical-thinking skills

  The home of the Kids’ Adventure Club, 
where members will receive digital sneak 
peeks, advance access, and the opportunity 
to Skype with Mary Pope Osborne

  An all-new Reading Rewards program

  Optimized for mobile and tablet display

Use these handy tips to make reading with your kids even more fun!

1.  Set aside time every day to read aloud from a Magic Tree House adventure. As you 
read each book, stop along the way to ask your kids about their favorite parts so far 
and what they think will happen next in the story. 

2.  Keep an “End-of-Mission Journal” with your kids. Help them recall facts about their 
mission in sequential order and encourage them to write about their favorite part of 
each mission. This will sharpen their critical-thinking skills and provide a fun  
bonding experience. 

3.  Write a letter with your kids to their grandparents, a friend, or even the author, Mary 
Pope Osborne, in which they share which Magic Tree House adventure has been 
their favorite to read and all the interesting things they’ve learned from the series.

READING TIPS

MagicTreeHouse.com
© 2017 Mary Pope Osborne. Magic Tree House is a registered trademark of  
Mary Pope Osborne; used under license. Illustrations © 2017 by Sal Murdocca.



MAGIC TREE HOUSE FICTION TITLES MAGIC TREE HOUSE FACT TRACKER 
 NONFICTION COMPANION TITLES 

 #1 Dinosaurs Before Dark ...............................  Dinosaurs 
 #2 The Knight at Dawn  ..................................  Knights and Castles
 #3 Mummies in the Morning ...........................  Mummies and Pyramids
 #4 Pirates Past Noon  .....................................  Pirates
 #5 Night of the Ninjas ....................................  Ninjas and Samurai
 #6 Afternoon on the Amazon ...........................  Rain Forests 
 #7 Sunset of the Sabertooth ...........................  Sabertooths and the Ice Age
 #8 Midnight on the Moon  ..............................  Space
 #9 Dolphins at Daybreak ................................  Dolphins and Sharks
 #10 Ghost Town at Sundown
 #11 Lions at Lunchtime
 #12 Polar Bears Past Bedtime .........................  Polar Bears and the Arctic
 #13 Vacation Under the Volcano  .....................  Ancient Rome and Pompeii
 #14 Day of the Dragon King ...........................  China: Land of the Emperor’s Great Wall
 #15 Viking Ships at Sunrise  ...........................  Vikings
 #16 Hour of the Olympics  ..............................  Ancient Greece and the Olympics
 #17 Tonight on the Titanic ..............................  Titanic
 #18 Buffalo Before Breakfast
 #19 Tigers at Twilight
 #20 Dingoes at Dinnertime
 #21 Civil War on Sunday
 #22 Revolutionary War on Wednesday .............  American Revolution
 #23 Twister on Tuesday ..................................  Twisters and Other Terrible Storms
 #24 Earthquake in the Early Morning
 #25 Stage Fright on a Summer Night
 #26 Good Morning, Gorillas
 #27 Thanksgiving on Thursday ........................  Pilgrims
 #28 High Tide in Hawaii .................................  Tsunamis and Other Natural Disasters

        #29 A Big Day for Baseball....................  Baseball

Magic Tree House Books 1–28  
for Beginning Chapter Book Readers 

NEW GREEN AND BROWN BRANDING

Magic Tree House®

Adventure Is Waiting Inside Every Book!
Adventures with Jack and Annie, perfect for readers 

who are just starting to read chapter books
Ages 6–9 

F&P Level: M

AVAILABLE WHEREVER BOOKS AND EBOOKS ARE SOLD

Ad vent ure i s waiting 
inside  e very b oo k!

      A NEW LOOK FOR    MAGIC TREE HOUSE!

NEW



More  Magic .
Bi gg er  A dven ture .

Magic Tree House Merlin Mission Books 1–27 
for More Advanced Readers

NEW BLUE AND GOLD BRANDING. 
BOOKS NEWLY RENUMBERED 

STARTING WITH #1

Magic Tree House® Merlin Missions
More Magic, Bigger Adventure!

More challenging adventures for the experienced 
Magic Tree House® reader 

Ages 7–10 
F&P Level: M–N

      A NEW LOOK FOR    MAGIC TREE HOUSE!

MERLIN MISSION FICTION TITLES MAGIC TREE HOUSE FACT TRACKER 
 NONFICTION COMPANION TITLES 

 #1 Christmas in Camelot
 #2 Haunted Castle on Hallow’s Eve
 #3 Summer of the Sea Serpent
 #4 Winter of the Ice Wizard
 #5 Carnival at Candlelight
 #6 Season of the Sandstorms
 #7 Night of the New Magicians
 #8 Blizzard of the Blue Moon
 #9 Dragon of the Red Dawn
 #10 Monday with a Mad Genius .............  Leonardo da Vinci
 #11 Dark Day in the Deep Sea ...............  Sea Monsters
 #12 Eve of the Emperor Penguin ............  Penguins and Antarctica
 #13 Moonlight on the Magic Flute
 #14 A Good Night for Ghosts..................  Ghosts
 #15 Leprechaun in Late Winter ...............  Leprechauns and Irish Folklore
 #16 A Ghost Tale for Christmas Time .......  Rags and Riches: Kids in the Time of Charles Dickens
 #17 A Crazy Day with Cobras .................  Snakes and Other Reptiles
 #18 Dogs in the Dead of Night ...............  Dog Heroes
 #19 Abe Lincoln at Last! .......................  Abraham Lincoln
 #20 A Perfect Time for Pandas ...............  Pandas and Other Endangered Species
 #21 Stallion by Starlight .......................  Horse Heroes
 #22 Hurry Up, Houdini!
 #23 High Time for Heroes! ....................  Heroes for All Times
 #24 Soccer on Sunday ..........................  Soccer
 #25 Shadow of the Shark .....................  Sharks and Other Predators
 #26 Balto of the Blue Dawn ..................  Dogsledding and Extreme Sports
 #27 Night of the Ninth Dragon ...............  Dragons and Mythical Creatures 

AVAILABLE WHEREVER BOOKS AND EBOOKS ARE SOLD
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MagicTreeHouse.com

Dear Parent,

For 25 years, it’s been my pleasure  

to write the Magic Tree House series.  

Now some of my earliest readers are  

parents themselves, and it brings me  

great joy when they tell me they’re  

sharing my stories with their own children. 

Over the years, the series has evolved right along  

with Jack and Annie. Fifteen years ago, we introduced  

the Merlin Missions for older Magic Tree House readers  

with book #29, Christmas in Camelot. Now, with so many  

Merlin Missions available, we want to make sure that those looking for 

adventures with Jack and Annie are aware that these books are longer and 

more complex than the original 28. So we’ve renumbered the Merlin Mission 

books and refreshed the covers to clearly differentiate between the two 

distinct reading levels. 

The new branding encourages young readers to progress from the shorter 

Magic Tree House adventures to the more challenging Merlin Missions. It 

also allows me to add to the line of younger Magic Tree House books that had 

stopped with #28 in the series. We hope you, as a parent, will also benefit from 

the rebrand when trying to locate the titles best suited for your own child. 

There are topics for every reader in the Magic Tree House series—science, 

sports, geography, wildlife, history, the arts—and always 

a bit of mystery and magic. In 2017, our 25th-anniversary 

year, we hope to make it even clearer that Magic Tree 

House is a series for kids to stay and grow with.

Thank you for your constant and enthusiastic support! 

We look forward to another 25 years of introducing kids 

to the joy of reading. 

Photo © 2012 by Elena Seibert



MAGIC TREE HOUSE
®

MERLIN MISSIONS
New Branding

MAGIC TREE HOUSE
®

 
New Branding

✦	New blue and gold branding

✦	Magic Tree House® and Merlin Missions in  
foil and embossed

✦	Merlin Missions in larger type

✦	Embossed colored banner for title

✦	Books newly renumbered starting with #1

✦	Enlarged cover art

✦	Author name and NYT bestseller line at bottom

✦	New green and brown tree branch branding

✦	Author’s name and series title in gold foil and embossed

✦	Embossed colored plank for title

✦	Enlarged cover art

✦	  New York Times bestseller line at bottom



Dear Bookseller,

For 25 years, it has been my joy to write the Magic Tree 
House series. I have been especially thrilled to receive so much 
encouragement and support from booksellers like you. 

During this time, the series has evolved right along with 
Jack and Annie. Fifteen years ago, we introduced the Merlin 
Missions for older Magic Tree House readers with book #29, 
Christmas in Camelot. As we didn’t want parents and kids to 
miss the connection to the original books, “Merlin Missions” 
was a discreet addition to the cover.

Now, with so many Merlin Missions available, we want to 
make sure that parents, teachers, and readers are aware that 
these books are longer and more complex than the original 28. 
So we’re renumbering them and making it clearer on the covers 
that these are two distinct reading levels.

The new branding encourages young readers to progress 
from the shorter Magic Tree House adventures to the more 
challenging Merlin Missions. It also allows me to add to the line 
of younger Magic Tree House books.

There are topics for every reader in the Magic Tree House 
series—science, sports, geography, wildlife, history, the arts—
and always a bit of mystery and magic. In 2017, our anniversary 
year, we hope to make it even clearer that Magic Tree House is 
a series for kids to stay and grow with. 

Magic Tree House®

Adventures with Jack  
and Annie, perfect for 
readers who are just 
starting to read  
chapter books
F&P Level: M

Magic Tree House®

Merlin Missions
More challenging  
adventures for the  
experienced Magic  
Tree House® reader 
F&P Level: M–N

Magic Tree House®

Super Edition
A longer and more
dangerous adventure  
with Jack and Annie 
F&P Level: P

Magic Tree House®

Fact Trackers
Nonfiction companions 
to your favorite Magic 
Tree House® adventures 
F&P Levels: N–T

Thank you for your constant and enthusiastic support.








