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“A warm, bittersweet story about Jen, a city girl 
adapting to farm life and her parents' divorce. 

This book is gorgeous. Highly recommended."
-Kristen Gudsnuk, 

creator of Making Friends

JEN IS USED TO NOT 
GETTING WHAT SHE WANTS. . . .

Jen did not want to leave the city. She did not want to move 
to a farm with her mom and her mom's new boyfriend, Walter. 

She did not want to leave her friends and her dad. 

 “Funny, sweet, and real."
-Jennifer & Matthew Holm, 

creators of the New York Times bestseller Sunny Side Up

AND SHE DEFINITELY DID NOT 
WANT TO GET TWO NEW “SISTERS."
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CHAD SELL
CREATOR OF THE CARDBOARD KINGDOM

“A masterpiece.”
—LINCOLN PEIRCE, New York Times bestselling author of Big Nate

Drew thinks she has life down to a  
fine art . . . until she has to confront  

a monster of her own creation.

Hi! I’m Drew, and I love doodling. These are just a few  of my doodles—Mike, Panja, and Kittybunny. They’re the best! (Except when Mike steals things, 
or when Kittybunny tries to eat her 
friends. We’re working on that. I 
can’t be TOO mad at them, 
because I’m the one who made 
them . . . right?)

I’ve drawn an entire town for 
my doodles to live in. If I could, I would live in  Doodleville, too. But I might have messed things up,  

and now a monster that I made could 
destroy everything I’ve ever drawn. 

(Sorry, guys!!!)

When Drew creates Levi, 
she knows she’s drawn  

something special.

With the help of her friends in art club,  
can Drew save Levi—and her doodles— 

before it’s too late? 

rew is a doodler. But here’s the thing.  
In her world, all art is alive. That’s right. 

Her doodles are alive.

But she never 
meant to make 

a monster.

CHAD SELL grew up in Wisconsin, and throughout 
his childhood, he filled dozens of sketchbooks with characters 
just like Drew and her friends. Chad’s first children’s graphic 
novel was the Eisner nominee The Cardboard Kingdom, which 
he illustrated and co-wrote with a team of ten collaborators. 
Doodleville is his first full-length solo project, and it is set in 
Chicago, where he lives with his husband and two cats. Much 
of the story takes place in Chad’s neighborhood of Lincoln 
Square and at one of his favorite places in the world: the Art 
Institute of Chicago.

welcometodoodleville.com
 chadsellcomics.com

     

MORE 
ADVENTURES 

AWAIT!
H “A MUST-HAVE.”
—School Library Journal
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Doodleville is dedicated to the arts educators who made me  
the artist that I am, and to those who continue teaching their  

students to make magic every day in their classrooms.  
—C.S.

THIS IS A BORZOI BOOK PUBLISHED BY ALFRED A. KNOPF

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are  
the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance  
to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental. Except  

for the Art Institute of Chicago and Stan’s Donuts. Those are real places.  
They just don’t (usually) have doodles causing mischief in them.
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Witches of Brooklyn was drawn with blue or purple pencils 
of all sorts, any brand will do, until they were two and a half 
inches long. Then all the sketches were scanned. Inking and 

coloring were done with Procreate and Photoshop.

ATTENTION, READER:  
THIS IS AN UNCORRECTED ADVANCE EXCERPT



1

 Once upon a time in Ditmas Park,
a calm neighborhood in Brooklyn . . .

What dinosaur can that 
be at one o’clock in the       
     morning?!

 People have 
no respect for 
  the elderly.

45



2 3

Let’s get out of the car 
now. Come on. You have        
family waiting for you. 

NOTHING is waiting 
     for me here!

I’m not going!!

 Oh YES
you are!!

46



2 3

I’m Agent “Joe” from 
   adoption services.

This is your niece Effie. You are now 
her legal guardian. Ahem . . . your sister      
      knew you would take good care 
                 of her daughter.

Ahem,
ahem.

I apologize for the late appearance. 
Are you Ms. Selimene 
Huchbolt-Walloo, 
sister of Emily 
  Huchbolt-Walloo?

 You should have been 
notified, but I have 
the documents 
if you want 
to see?

This is a joke, 
right?

47



4 5

        This can’t be. . .  
I haven’t seen my sister, 
    I mean, stepsister, 
     in twenty years!
       There must be 
         a mistake.

     But there MUST be a mistake!
   You cannot just drop children on          
    people’s porch in the middle of 
              the night like this!!

May I 
see those

   documents?

There’s NO
 MISTAKE.

       NO 
  MISTAKE.

But I’m OBVIOUSLY
   WAY TOO OLD!!

NO MISTAKE.

The kid 
is yours.

48
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6 7

Effie, isn’t it? I’m Carlota.
       Let’s go inside.

It’s very late and you must 
be pretty tired. I know I am.

  Don’t worry about Selimene.
  She’ll calm down eventually.

 You can take Panda’s room 
for now. He’s barely ever 

here anymore, and I’m sure    
you’ll like it. It’s very bright
during the day, and you’ll 

have your privacy.

50



6 7

The bathroom is 
at the end of the 
corridor, my dear.

Don’t worry, Woody. We 
won’t stay here very long . . . 

We don’t need
these weirdoes . . .

 We’ll show 
you the rest 
of the house    
 tomorrow.

Sleep tight, 
my darling!

  HERE 
WE ARE!

51
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8 9

There is NO WAY we’re living with an eleven-    
     year- old, Carlota! She can’t stay here!
  How do you expect us to run the business 
     with a kid underfoot?! It’s madness!!

Kids go to school,
Selimene.

An apprentice
 for what?

 SCUBA DIVING!

And we’ve been talking 
about getting an apprentice 

for a while . . . .

53



10 11

Good morning,
my dear! How
did you sleep?

I hate hot cocoa! 
And I don’t want to 

see your house. 
I’M NOT STAYING!!

What . . . what 
  just happened?

I’ll fix you a hot 
cocoa and show 

you around!

And I know 
you love cocoa!

Yes . . . that bed is rather comfortable.

Okay
. . .

54



10 11

Argh! They’re having 
another of those gigantic 
music shows in the park. 

This time it’s with 
someone called Tily Shoo.

YOU DON’T KNOW WHO TILY 
SHOO IS? WHAT WORLD DO 

YOU LIVE IN?

Tily Shoo. . . 
what kind of

name is that?

She’s 
THE biggest 
artist of the 

century!!

I have serious doubts 
about that, child.

Hem . . . here’s your cocoa, Effie, and you don’t have to look 
at the house now if you don’t feel like it.

55



12 13

She IS! You’re just too 
old to see it.

I guess you could say that 
he has his big moments.

Lion?
That’s a 

funny name 
for such
a small
 dog.

Lion.

You have a cute dog.  
  What’s his name?

She is NOT!! And you’re too
   young to know anything 
  about the century    
     you live in!!

56



12 13

Yes.
Or at least 
 I think so.

Your name is lovely, 
   by the way. Is it
    a family name?

Not like I have any 
REAL family around 
anymore to tell me. 

What kind of names 
  are Selimene and 
  Carlota, anyway?

 Respected  and       
  feared names 
  with a loooong 
      history!

And? Who cares?   
  Sorry I asked. 

Lovely
  child.

57



14 15

Would you like to look around now? 
We have some extraordinary books 

in the library.

Well . . . I’m afraid you may have to 
spend some time with us, my darling.

We understand it’s very sudden . . . for us as well.
And . . . of course, if for any reason . . . 

I’M NOT 
 READING!!

I’M NOT 
 STAYING!!

58



14 15

.  .  .  you’re still unhappy, we’ll do our best 
to find you a home that suits you better.
But you see. . . your mother left us . . .

Well . . . 
you certainly 
have a way 
with kids, 
my dear.

DON’T BOTHER!!
I DON’T WANT 
YOU EITHER!!

My mother was the worst, 
and so are you!!

59



16

 . . . if you’re SO
clever?

60
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 Good day for
a picnic!

Quite cute, 
no?

Tasty, too!
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20 21

Rhino-B, come back!

No, c
ome back

.

Sob
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20 21

He’s gone.

I have to get 
help from the 

older bugs.

But we can’t 
hope to beat 

a giant!

I have to go pray
 to the Chrysalis . . .  

There’s no time!

I can’t hesitate!
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22 23

One of Rhino-B’s
flowers!

I have to follow 
this trail!

 I can’t beat a giant 
with strength . . .

. . . but there has 
to be a way to get 

Rhino-B back!

The important thing is to STAY CALM.

No! There’s another 
one!

lakn_9781984896766_xp_all_r2.indd   22 11/4/19   9:13 PM

87



22 23

<Look, Mama, I found 
a rhinoceros beetle!>

 <Oh, how cute.>

<I’ll take him home and care for him . . .>
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24 25

<Let’s go, Shuichi.> 

They went in there . . .
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Hello?

Hello?
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26 27

Wh-wh-wh-

Ha ha! Don’t worry! I’m Kuwagata.  
      And you just hit the jackpot!

 We’ve got leaves to 

climb and hide in!

Fresh fruit 

and berries!

And every bug’s favorite: HONEY!

But it’s a cage.
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26 27

In here, I can’t read my 
favorite books . . . . . . or walk in 

my village . . .

. . . or adventure 
with Stag-B.

Stag-B! 
Oh no!

What if he 
got crushed 

by the giant?! 

 You sure cry a 
lot for a boy.

Who cares if I’m a boy 
or not? I’ll never see my 

friend ever again!
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28 29

<Mama, they’re friends already!>

<Come help me 
make dinner now, 

okay, Shuichi?>

<Okaaay.>
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28 29

Don’t you miss 
being outside?

I’m used 
to it.

Besides, how would
I get out?

Through 
up here!
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30 31

Kuwagata! Climb up!

I . . . I don’t know?

What are you 
doing? This is your 

chance!

 I said I don’t know! 
It’s easier for you to 

change because 
you’re young!
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30 31

We’ll come back!

You take the time to think about it, 
and we’ll come back someday!

And then you 
can choose 
for sure!

Thank you.

Good luck. 
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We’ll come back!

You take the time to think about it, 
and we’ll come back someday!

And then you 
can choose 
for sure!

Thank you.

Good luck. 
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32 33

Do you think he’ll 
come back to the 

forest?

I don’t know . . . 
Maybe the cage is 

his home now.

And change is 
difficult. 

I know a lot of things 
will have to change as 

we grow up . . . 

. . . but I hope we 
stay friends.
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32 33

Me too.

lakn_9781984896766_xp_all_r2.indd   33 11/4/19   9:14 PM

98



Art © 2020 by Drew Shannon; Art © 2018 by Jessi Zabarsky; Art © 2020 by Jose Pimienta; Art © 2020 by Trung Le Nguyen

YOUNG ADULT SAMPLER

ORDER YOUR COPY OF 
BUG BOYS

BY LAURA KNETZGER

FROM ONE OF THE BELOW RETAILERS

Ar
t ©

 2
02

0 
by

 L
au

ra
 K

ne
tz

ge
r, 

©
 2

02
0 

by
 L

uc
y 

Ki
ns

le
y

Bo
rd

er
 A

rt 
©

 2
02

0 
by

 L
So

ph
ie

 E
sc

ab
as

se
, ©

 2
02

0 
by

 L
uc

y 
Ki

ns
le

y, 
©

 2
02

0 
by

 J
oh

n 
Ga

lla
gh

er
, ©

 2
02

0 
by

 C
ha

d 
Se

ll

TO FIND OUT MORE, CLICK HERE!

http://links.penguinrandomhouse.com/type/affiliate/isbn/9781984896766/siteID/8001/retailerid/7/trackingcode/randohouseinc30037-20
http://links.penguinrandomhouse.com/type/affiliate/isbn/9781984896766/siteID/8001/retailerid/2/trackingcode/PRH414725BD4D
http://links.penguinrandomhouse.com/type/affiliate/isbn/9781984896766/siteID/8001/retailerid/5/trackingcode/PRH414725BD4D
http://links.penguinrandomhouse.com/type/affiliate/isbn/9781984896766/siteID/8001/retailerid/25/trackingcode/PRH414725BD4D
http://links.penguinrandomhouse.com/type/affiliate/isbn/9781984896766/siteID/8001/retailerid/29/trackingcode/PRH414725BD4D
http://rhcbooks.com/books/607635/bug-boys/?ref=PRH221ACD9CA0&aid=randohouseinc29763-20&linkid=PRH221ACD9CA0 


“Funny, furry, and fantastic!”
—JUDD WINICKUDD WINICK, New York Times Bestselling Author of HIHILO LO 

KEEP READING FOR A SNEAK PEEK. . . .



This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are  

the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance  

to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

Copyright  2020 by John Gallagher

All rights reserved. Published in the United States by Random House  

Children’s Books, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, New York.

Random House and the colophon are registered trademarks  

of Penguin Random House LLC.

Visit us on the Web! rhcbooks.com

Educators and librarians, for a variety of teaching tools,  

visit us at RHTeachersLibrarians.com

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available upon request.

ISBN 978-0-593-12105-4 (hardcover) — ISBN 978-0-593-12106-1 (lib. bdg.)  

ISBN 978-0-593-12107-8 (ebook)

Book design by John Gallagher and April Ward

MANUFACTURED IN CHINA

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

First Edition

Random House Children’s Books supports the First Amendment and celebrates the right to read.

Gall_9780593121054_all_6p_r2indd.indd   6 4/7/20   11:43 AM

ATTENTION, READER:  
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Not that long ago,  
before anyone had heard  
of the Cat Crusader . . . 

Calling  
Robot Reggie— 

come in! I’m here,  
Daddy!

Don’t call me 
Daddy! I’m your 

boss—your  
maker!

Call me Master  
or Agent M.

Okay,  
Daddy!

SIGH . . .

7
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You must  
steal it!

Remember what  
your mission  

is . . .

Find this  
scientist . . .

Don’t call  
me Daddy!

Mindy Microbe!

She has a giant meteor  
from outer space.

Okay, Daddy! 
I’ll find her!

RASSA 
FRASSA . . .Mindy?

Mindy?

AH!

Mindy?!

The search begins . . .
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9

Mindy?

Nope.

Daddy’s 
gonna be 
so mad if 
I can’t . . .

DARN, 
DARN, 
DARN!

RASSA 
FRASSA . . .

I can’t 
stand it!

ARGH!

Mindy?!
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10

Argh! 
I can’t think 

of a topic for 
my next show!

If I don’t 
come up with 
one soon . . .

I’ll lose  
all of my  

followers!

All twelve  
of them! Where is  

everybody?

0 FOLLOWERS
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11

If only there  
was a way to come  

up with . . . 

That’s it!
MY FRIEND MINDY 
IS A SCIENTIST!

WOO 
 HOO!

We can make 
a science video! Mindy!

This is  
gonna be  

great!
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Time to go see Mindy 
at her secret lab!

Heh 
heh

Shhh.

Excuse 
me, sir!
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Watch it, ya 
feline freak!

Sorry!

I just can’t 
stand cats  

who . . . 

OOF!

Sorry.

Watch it,  
ya robot  
riffraff!
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14

Here’s  
Mindy’s  
house!

Secret elevator! Secret button.

Push

Secret spy robot.

Ding
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15

Next stop: Mindy’s 
TOP-SECRET LAB!

OUCH

OOF!

I’m 
here!

Ding

Gall_9780593121054_all_6p_r2indd.indd   15 4/7/20   11:43 AM

110



16

Anyone 
home?

Ding

Crunch

CrunchCrunch
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17

What 
a cool 

lab!

What can Mindy be working on?

I’ve 
done it!

B
O
O
M

HA 
   HA! 
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I have  
created . . .

The perfect  
glass of  

lemonade!

Hi, Mindy!

What 
happened?

You 
scared 

me!

A
H
H
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Mindy, come 
down from  

there!

Mindy, get up 
from there!

Why are you 
here, Max?

I’m working 
on a new 
video . . . 

And I want 
you to be the 

star!

Ugh.

Cool!

SLAM!
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20

But what can I  
talk about?  

Hmmmmmm . . .

She does this when  
she’s thinking. 

Later . . . 

Even later . . . I’ve 
got 
it!

Almost NONE of these questions 

hmmmmm

mMmmmmmmmhmmmmmmm
Mmmmmmmmmhmm

Mmmmmmmmhmmmmmmm

ZZZZ

AH!

Hmmmmm

Mmmmmm hmm

Mmmmmmmm

hmmmmmm

hmmmmm hmmmmmm
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What is it?  
A great idea? YES!

Let’s take  
a tour of  
my lab!

I’ll set up my 
camera!

will Mindy show Max?

is there a floating  
whale in Mindy’s lab?

did Mindy build  
that elevator?

Almost NONE of these questions 

*But PLEASE read it anyway!

Mmmmmm hmm

are answered in the next chapter!*
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