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1.	 Find a quiet, comfortable spot and sit down together.
2.	 Read and discuss the title and cover illustration.
3.	 Say the sound of the letter and keep repeating it. For example, say,
	 “We are reading about the letter B, b, b, b, b.”
4.	 Encourage your new reader to trace the capital and lowercase letter
	 as they say the letter and the sound it makes.
5.	 Look around the room and brainstorm things that begin with the sound. 
6.	 Read the book to your new reader and have them point to the words
	 as you read.
7.	 Make connections between the words and the illustrations.
8.	 Go back to the story and find all the words that begin with the letter.
9.	 Reread the story together. Give your new reader opportunities to name
	 letters, make the sound of the letter, and read words they recognize.
10.	Have your new reader respond to the book by sharing something about  
	 a character from the story.

WHAT IS THE READING HOUSE?
The Reading House is a new series of learn-to-read boxed sets perfect for the home. It uses a 
clear, step-by-step method to guide children from letter recognition to phonemic awareness all  
the way to independent reading.

Above are tips that you can implement when reading together with your child. Not every step has
to be completed for each storytime together, but they can help your child  
take the next step in learning to read. The following pages contain supplemental 
activities that can be used to further practice the skills provided. 
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1.	 Find a quiet, comfortable spot and sit down together.1.	 Find a quiet, comfortable spot and sit down together.
2.	 Read and discuss the title and cover illustration.2.	 Read and discuss the title and cover illustration.
3.	 Say the sound of the letter and keep repeating it.  3.	 Say the sound of the letter and keep repeating it.  
	 Say, “We are reading about the letter B, b, b, b, b.”	 Say, “We are reading about the letter B, b, b, b, b.”
4.	 Encourage your new reader to trace the capital and lower-case 	4.	 Encourage your new reader to trace the capital and lower-case 	
	 letter as they say the name of the letter and the sound it makes.	 letter as they say the name of the letter and the sound it makes.
5.	 Look around the room and brainstorm things that begin with 	5.	 Look around the room and brainstorm things that begin with 	
	 the sound.	 the sound.
6.	 Read the book to your new reader and have them point to the 	6.	 Read the book to your new reader and have them point to the 	
	 words as you read.	 words as you read.
7.	 Make connections between the words and the illustrations.7.	 Make connections between the words and the illustrations.
8.	 Go back to the story and find all the words 		 8.	 Go back to the story and find all the words 		
	 that begin with the letter.	 that begin with the letter.
9.	 Re-read the story together. Give your   		 9.	 Re-read the story together. Give your   		
	 new reader opportunities to name letters,  	 new reader opportunities to name letters,  
	 make the sound of the letter and read 		 	 make the sound of the letter and read 		
	 words that they recognize.	 words that they recognize.
10.	Have your new reader respond to the book 		 10.	Have your new reader respond to the book 		
	 by sharing something about a character from the story.	 by sharing something about a character from the story.

Reading TogetherReading Together
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Phonics is all about Phonics is all about hearing soundshearing sounds! When children can associate ! When children can associate 
sounds with a symbol/letter, translate them into writing, and sounds with a symbol/letter, translate them into writing, and 
accurately spell them, they have a strong accurately spell them, they have a strong phonological awarenessphonological awareness..

Adult:Adult:  
	 1.	 Listen to the word I say.	 1.	 Listen to the word I say.
	 2.	Write the letter of the beginning sound for each word.	 2.	Write the letter of the beginning sound for each word.
	 3.	It can be the capital letter or the lower-case letter.	 3.	It can be the capital letter or the lower-case letter.
	 4.	Let’s practice one together. (Emphasize the beginning sound.)	 4.	Let’s practice one together. (Emphasize the beginning sound.)
		  “		  “CCat”at”
		  “		  “CCat”at”
	 5.	Write the letter of the beginning sound you hear in cat.	 5.	Write the letter of the beginning sound you hear in cat.
	 6.	Now, you do the next 10 on your own. I will read each  	 6.	Now, you do the next 10 on your own. I will read each  
       word and you write the beginning sound that you hear.       word and you write the beginning sound that you hear.
	 7.	 (You now dictate one word at a time, as above.)	 7.	 (You now dictate one word at a time, as above.)

Hearing SoundsHearing Sounds

1.	1.	 KKittenitten
2.	2.	 HHat at 
3.	3.	 EEgggg
4.	4.	 GGoatoat
5.5.	 D	 Dinosaurinosaur

6.	6.	 AApplepple
7.	7.	 BBookook
8.	8.	 JJuiceuice
9.	9.	 LLizardizard
10.	10.	 IIgloogloo



Phonics is all about Phonics is all about hearing soundshearing sounds! When children can associate ! When children can associate 
sounds with a symbol/letter, translate them into writing, and sounds with a symbol/letter, translate them into writing, and 
accurately spell them, they have a strongaccurately spell them, they have a strong phonological awareness. phonological awareness.

Adult:Adult:  
	 1.	 Listen to the word I say.	 1.	 Listen to the word I say.
	 2.	Write the letter of the beginning sound for each word.	 2.	Write the letter of the beginning sound for each word.
	 3.	It can be the capital letter or the lower-case letter.	 3.	It can be the capital letter or the lower-case letter.
	 4.	Let’s practice one together. (Emphasize the beginning sound.)	 4.	Let’s practice one together. (Emphasize the beginning sound.)
		  “Mat”		  “Mat”
		  “Mat”		  “Mat”
	 5.	Write the letter of the beginning sound you hear in mat.	 5.	Write the letter of the beginning sound you hear in mat.
	 6.	Now, you do the next 10 on your own. I will read each word 		 6.	Now, you do the next 10 on your own. I will read each word 	
		  and you write the beginning sound that you hear.		  and you write the beginning sound that you hear.
	 7.	 (You now dictate one word at a time, as above.)	 7.	 (You now dictate one word at a time, as above.)

Hearing SoundsHearing Sounds

1.	1.	 NNestest
2.	2.	 RRug ug 
3.	3.	 MMonkeyonkey
4.	4.	 NNewtewt
5.	5.	 UUnicornnicorn

6.	6.	 TTigeriger
7.	7.	 SSnakenake
8.	8.	 OOctopusctopus
9.	9.	 QQueenueen
10.	10.	 YYakak
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1. Find a quiet, comfortable spot and sit down together.1. Find a quiet, comfortable spot and sit down together.
2. Read and discuss the title and cover illustration.2. Read and discuss the title and cover illustration.
3. Say the sound of the letter and keep repeating it.  3. Say the sound of the letter and keep repeating it.  
    Say, “We are reading about the letter M, m, m, m, m.”    Say, “We are reading about the letter M, m, m, m, m.”
4. Encourage your new reader to trace the capital and lower-case 	4. Encourage your new reader to trace the capital and lower-case 	
    letter as they say the name of the letter and the sound it makes.    letter as they say the name of the letter and the sound it makes.
5. Look around the room and brainstorm things that begin with 	5. Look around the room and brainstorm things that begin with 	
    the sound.    the sound.
6. Read the book to your new reader and have them point to  6. Read the book to your new reader and have them point to  
    the words as you read.    the words as you read.
7. Make connections between the words and the illustrations.7. Make connections between the words and the illustrations.
8. Go back to the story and find all the words 	8. Go back to the story and find all the words 	
     that begin with the letter.     that begin with the letter.
9. Re-read the story together. Give your new   	9. Re-read the story together. Give your new   	
    reader opportunities to name letters,      reader opportunities to name letters,  
    make the sound of the letter and read 	    make the sound of the letter and read 	
    words that they recognize.    words that they recognize.
10. Have your new reader respond to the book 	10. Have your new reader respond to the book 	
	 by sharing something about a character from the story.	 by sharing something about a character from the story.

Reading TogetherReading Together



  

	  	  Short Vowel  Short Vowel  
Cluster Reading PracticeCluster Reading Practice

1. Point to a cluster and ask your child to say it.1. Point to a cluster and ask your child to say it.

2. Ask your child to think of a word that contains that cluster.2. Ask your child to think of a word that contains that cluster.

Short Vowel ClustersShort Vowel Clusters

— — — —   abab

— — — —   ackack

— — — —   actact

— — — —   adad

— — — —   aftaft

— — — —   agag

— — — —   amam

— — — —   ampamp

— — — —   anan

— — — —   anchanch

— — — —   andand

— — — —   angang

— — — —   ankank

— — — —   ashash

— — — —   atat

— — — —   axax

— — — —   athath

— — — —   eckeck

— — — —   eded

— — — —   ellell

— — — —   efteft

— — — —   egeg

— — — —   elmelm

— — — —   elpelp

— — — —   eltelt

— — — —   emem

— — — —   eldeld

— — — —   elfelf

— — — —   enen

— — — —   endend

— — — —   entent

— — — —   epep

— — — —   eshesh

— — — —   essess

— — — —   etet

— — — —   exex

— — — —   extext

— — — —   ibib
— — — —   ickick
— — — —   idid
— — — —   idgeidge
— — — —   iffiff
— — — —   iftift
— — — —   igig
— — — —   ilkilk
— — — —   illill
— — — —   iltilt
— — — —   imim
— — — —   impimp
— — — —   inin
— — — —   inchinch
— — — —   inging
— — — —   inkink
— — — —   intint
— — — —   ipip
— — — —   isis
— — — —   ishish
— — — —   iskisk
— — — —   itit
— — — —   itchitch
— — — —   istist
— — — —   ixix

— — — —   ississ

— — — —   obob

— — — —   ockock

— — — —   odod

— — — — ogog

— — — —   olloll

— — — —   ompomp

— — — —   ondond

— — — —   opop

— — — —   otot

— — — —   oxox

— — — —   unun

— — — —   uveuve

— — — —   ubub

— — — — uchuch

— — — —   uckuck

— — — —   udud

— — — —   udgeudge

— — — —   uffuff

— — — —   ulkulk

— — — —   ugug

— — — —   ullull

— — — —   umum

— — — —   umpump

— — — —   unun

— — — —   unchunch

— — — —   unkunk

— — — —   ungung

— — — —   usus

— — — —   ushush

— — — —   ussuss

— — — —   ustust

— — — —   uttutt

aa ee ii oo uu
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1. Sound out each cluster.1. Sound out each cluster.

2. Ask your child to write each cluster on paper as they say it.2. Ask your child to write each cluster on paper as they say it.

3. Review the sound of each letter in the letter box.3. Review the sound of each letter in the letter box.

4. Add a letter from the box to the beginning of each cluster to make a word.4. Add a letter from the box to the beginning of each cluster to make a word.

Creating Short  Creating Short  
Vowel SoundsVowel Sounds

D     M     V     C     F     KD     M     V     C     F     K
M       P        L       GM       P        L       G

— — — —   adad

— — — —   axax

— — — —   atat

— — — —   ishish

— — — —   imim

— — — —   inging

— — — — etet

— — — —   ogog

— — — —   upup

— — — —   ubub

— — — —   otot
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Make a New Word with Make a New Word with 
Short Vowel SoundsShort Vowel Sounds

1. Invite your child to add short vowel sounds to make new words.1. Invite your child to add short vowel sounds to make new words.

2. Have your child write down each new word.2. Have your child write down each new word.

HH— — — —   tt

HH— — — —   tt

HH— — — —   tt

HH— — — —   tt

BlBl— — — —   ckck

FF— — — —   nn

FF— — — —   nn

FF— — — —   nn

RR— — — —   ngng

RR— — — —   ngng

RR— — — —   ngng

LL— — — — ngng



		
        

1. Read each pair of words aloud.1. Read each pair of words aloud.

2. Ask your child to clap if the words rhyme. Tell them that if the words  2. Ask your child to clap if the words rhyme. Tell them that if the words  
    do not rhyme, they should not clap    do not rhyme, they should not clap

Make a New Word with Make a New Word with 
Short Vowel SoundsShort Vowel Sounds

3. Go back and read the words  3. Go back and read the words  
    that rhyme. Ask your child to      that rhyme. Ask your child to  
     tell you why they rhyme.       tell you why they rhyme.  

For example,  For example,  
  ‘Sat and hat both have “at”.  ‘Sat and hat both have “at”.

sat - hatsat - hat

fan - vanfan - van

fan - funfan - fun

sack - blacksack - black

hen - penhen - pen

sick - sacksick - sack

pup - potpup - pot

pup - cuppup - cup

buck - luckbuck - luck

trap - flaptrap - flap
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