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/. Mary Pope Oshorne

Natalie Pope Boycé

We recently caught up with
Mary Pope Osborne, author of
Magic Tree House and Merlin
Missions, and Natalie Pope
Boyce, author of the
Magic Tree House
Fact Trackers, and asked them
a few questions!

What heroes from the past have
inspired you?

Mary: Different heroes I've written

_ about are actually the heroes who

inspire me the most: George

- Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Florence

Nightingale, Clara Barton, and Jackie
Robinson.

" Are there any present-day heroes

! who continue to inspire you?
- Natalie: | think my present-day heroes

probably don't have fame or a lot of
-~ money. They are the people like doctors,
- nurses, and aid workers who risk their

lives to help others.

- What have been some of Jack

and Annie’s favorite animal
adventures?

- Mary: Jack and Annie LOVE dogs. Dogs

appear in a number of the stories,
including Dogs in the Dead of Night

*and Balto of the Blue Dawn. | would

like to have dogs appear in more books,

~ because just like Jack and Annie, | LOVE -

~ dogs.
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WITH JACK AND ANNIE!

castle. A knight. A quest! The magic
tree house whisks Jack and Annie away
to the Middle Ages—a period between
ancient and modern times. The Middle
Ages were a period of change, but also
a time of warring kingdoms.

Jack and Annie are on a mission, looking for a knight—
a type of soldier during the Middle Ages. Instead, they
find the Great Hall of a castle where a feast is under
way. But Jack and Annie aren’t exactly welcome guests!

Live the adventure in The Knight at
Dawn!

She was nominated by her mom, Annie Murrow.
Priscilla was inspired to volunteer with the ASPCA
and AUl Hands First Response after her family lost
their house due to damage sustained during
Hurricane Harvey. She makes earrings and sells them
to donate money to both organizations.




GAMES ano PUZZLES!
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Answer on last page

D YOU KNOW
THESE FACTS

ountains take up a third of

H Nmrrthe tallest

. Photos licensed from Shutterstock; Inc

The MIDDLE AGES h:gan in the 5th century CE and _
lasted for more than 1,000 years. The period of history is 7
called the Middle Ages because it was hetween ancient _ &
trmes and modern tlmes - N

China

Land of the Emperor's
.. Great Wall

X one of the world's frs '
zatrons ons! Five thousand years agongyp

e | R R R P R W

invented one one of the first forms of r| ing:
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_Track more facts in these books!
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 dinosaurs! Do you have a favorite dinosaur?

P

- technology to connect with readers. I've made
= anumber of videos for the Magic Tree House

' You've written TONS of Fact Trackers over

. with our Magic Tree House fans . . .

~ moment |'ll cherish is when we went
- to our local elementary school and

decorated with Magic Tree House art.

VIEWS trow AROUND W k

THE TREE HOUSE WITH JACK AND AWNIE._'

walking in the woods near their home in Frog
Creek, Pennsylvania.

But where did the tree house come from?

Before Jack and Annie can find out, the
mysterious tree house whisks them to the past— Lt
the Cretaceous Period, over
65 milion years ago! They
find themselves in a valley filled with dinosaurs,
and they encounter animdls long extinct.

Now they have to figure out how to get home.
Can they do it before dark
.. or will they become a
dinosaur’s dinner?
Kids love learning and reading about

This fun first adventure in
the oldest time period Jack

and Annie ever visited is now
a graphic novell

..,;.
:5_
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My favorite dinosaur is the plant-
eating Pegomastax. Some scientists say it must .«
have looked like a cross between a parrot and
a porcupine! It had super-sharp teeth and two
small tusks!

MAGlc TREE HOUSE
GRAPHIC NOVELS

How have you found new ways to reach
Magic Tree House fans?

I've been discovering new ways to use

website, and I've had some great Zoom

experiences with audiences of kids. | still miss
meeting readers in person . .. and can'twaitto
get back to that soon.

the years. Do any moments or memories
stick out to you?

| have many favorite memories

they are all so much fun! But one

the kids greeted us in Magic Tree House
costumes, sang Magic Tree House songs, and B ' y
led us on a parade down the hall that was gl ¥ . (O
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WORD SEARCH ¥amT-REX MAZE

Can you find these dinosaur-themed words? Help Jackand
Annie return safely
DINOSAUR TREX FOSSIL PTERANODON to their tree house!

CRETACEOUS EXTINCT REPTILE

Finish
Answer on last page

i g ﬂr
Answer on last page e, / AL ot

ﬁ’ﬁo YOU KNOW THESE

ZOSwmxodm-4d4w
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OdX<—Mw0nwauNZ
Z>N-S40rmmTo
TMITNAH®T®NXD>
MOIXXTOWTC
4CSTUTCmMmI-—-—Z23X
TOrO«X—r IS

“DINOSAUR FACTS?

Paleontologlsts think theg, The T. REX had really strong legs.

3 TROODON could run ne_arly% But its arms were so short they
: =, AREC 30 miles per hour. LEEE2  couldn't even reach its mouth.
‘Marshand I sl fast! The fastest'.q Scientists still don’t

 Cope were two sclentlstéi TS Humiais Can gg know what the T. rex

Who STUDIED DINOSAURFOSSILS» XRff 2hout 23miles used its arms for. ...
perhourst . < S/
. They were so competitive®. i L : 4 _
. that they even tried to steal
** from each other’s collectlons
of dinosaur bones! .

SR O el ¢ ’AI,}]U\!]’\I‘II‘hIIl S|
The DINOSAUR with the longest NAME is the - RN g
micropachycephalosaurus (MY-cro-PACK-ee-SEF-uh-lo-SOAR-us). It means L Dinosaars
% “tiny” (micro) “thick” (pachy) “head” (cephalo)
“lizard” (saurus).

Track more facts
imﬁthls book!

© 2022 Mary Pope Osborne. Magic Treé House is a rt;gistered trademark of Mary Pope Osborne; used underlicense. lllustrations © é022 by Antonio Javier. Photo/ Shutterstock
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POPSICLE STICK DINOSAUR |

CRAFT FUN!

Ask an adult’s
permission
before using
scissors!

STEP 1:

Paint three Popsicle sticks green and
let them dry. Once they are dry, glue
them into a triangle.

STEP 2:

Create a body for your dinosaur. Have
an adult help you cut these shapes
out of paper:

e Alarge triangle for the body
A long oval for the tail
A few small, triangular spikes
for the back
Two rectangles for the legs
An L-shape for the head

Create your own “pet” dinosaur with this craft idea!

Page 7
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WHAT YOU'LL NEED:

¢ Popsicle sticks

e Green paint

¢ Glue

e Card stock or heavy paper
e Scissors

e Colored pens, pencils, markers,
or crayons

STEP 3:

Glue the large triangle representing
the body onto the back of the Popsicle
sticks. Then glue the head, tail, legs,
and spikes onto the dinosaur and let
the glue dry.

STEP 3:

Once dry, use drawing utensils to draw
a face and a design on your dinosaur.
Now you've made a dinosaur for the
(prehistoric) ages!
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DINO JAWS CRAFT FUN! =@
permission
before using

scissors!

Make your own dino jaws using the instructions below.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
e Paper plates

e Scissors

e Pencil

e Crayons

STEP 1:

Flip the paper plate over so the

bottom side is facing up. Then fold it

in half and position the plate so that the fold is
closest to you. With a pencil, starting from the fold,
draw a large semicircle.

STEP 2:
Keeping the plate folded and, with an adult’s help, use
scissors to cut out the semicircle.

STEP 3:

Draw triangles around the edge of the plate rim.
It should look like a zigzag when

you're done. With an adult’s

help, use scissors to cut out A

the triangles. Unfold the plate £ Y \
and behold your dino jaw, “‘&. s

full of scary, pointy teeth! ~;x . RO
For extra fun, color in the teeth!
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+° ADVENTURE IS WAITING *+
INSIDE EVERY BOOK!

Help Jack and Annie Find These Things!

Jack and Annie are searching for a few things before they head out on their next adventure.
Can you help them by finding these items in your house and in your backyard?

By
=

Checklist

:I A bright-colored flower :I A book about an animal
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:I A tall tree :I A furry or feathered
animal

:I A stuffed animal
:I A loud or quiet animal

:I A ball or other toy an
animal would like

FACT TRACKER -
PInoseU®  Learn more about st -
paleontologists and

dinosaurs in this

Fact Tracker!

AN
rl '.agic Tree House is a registered trademark of Mary Pope Osborne; used und

© 2022 Mary Pope
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+°  ADVENTURE IS WAITING "+
INSIDE EVERY BOOK!

AT Now that you've gone on your scavenger hunt, write your own adventure story about it.
Did anybody help you? Was it hard to find some of these things, or was it easy? Did you find other cool things
in your search? Write your answers here to create a Magic Tree House adventure of your very own!
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Mary Pope Oshorne,
- Author of the ULV [ polar Bears Past Bedtime, Jack and Annie are
. Magic Tree House and T, il e ) t : :
| |5 MerlinMissions whisked away to the frozen Arctic where they meet a IREE HOUSE
Y M seal hunter, Siberian huskies, and a giant polar bear! When e
g they meet their new seal hunter friend, they learn that he
Q: When did you first start writing the Magic Tree “wears sealskin clothing to protect him from icy winds™ (13).
House series, and how many books are there today? L o [l @© 0 .
] VT " B Seal hunters often live in igloos, which “means ‘house” in the
= | began the series 26 years ago, and today ! : F : T
thereare ovr 100 Magi Tee House books,couning language of t_he native Arctic people: The house is built vx_nth .
all the fiction and the nonfiction Fact Trackers books. JESS dry snow [which] is good wall material because it keeps in the
Q2 00 you have a favorite bock, and f o, which 8 B heat. The temperature inside an igloo can be 65 degrees warmer

e o 1@
eI than the temperature outside” (26).
A: My World War Il book meant the most to me:

Dty e, L i Il - Can you imagine living in an igloo? You would have to cook,

advanced book in the series, and to me, the most N . .

exciting. sleep, and play all in one small room with the rest of your

0: How did you choose the topic for your new ; family. And forget having a TVI Kids in the Arctic would have

Lk Wt fun by playing games like Kneel Jump, where they kneel on

RA I've always wantEd to write about an ancient v the floor, then jump forward on their knees. Try that with your

CSL“S?SJL?ZEHSL‘}"th;’b”::v”el“f”'“ = : friends! If you were in the Arctic, you would also be able to

strongest, and best-trained _ see the Northern Lights. “The swirl of light is caused by

warriors of all time. . . .
electrically charged particles from the sun striking atoms
and molecules in the earth’s atmosphere” (50). What

colors do you see in this Northern Lights picture?

Northern Light Photo © By Africa Studio, Igloo By Alina Reynbakh Photo/ Shutterstock

most interesting to research?

. I . : : ) 3 .
A: | think the most interesting research may have
been for an upcoming book on Benjamin Franklin.
 thought | knew a lot about him, but there was so

much | didn’t know—all the years he spent in Paris
and London, the languages he taught himself, his
w]\;?]r.mons. | was in complete awe of this brilliant : Klnley Elrod is the winner of our first-ever
0: Have you ever traveled to do research for a Fact S Hometown Hero contest. Kmley is from COWdOﬂ,
Tracker, and if so, where was the most exciting place Indiana. and was nominated by her mom. Danielle
you traveled? ( . . . . ) .
A: : Barley. Kinley is dedicated to making patients

= | haven't traveled a lot just to do research, but . . , .
having lived in many places has helped my writing. e days brighter at Norton Children’s Hospital by

Writing Leprechauns and Irish Folklore was easier ; ; T ;
because | Lived in Ireland. My firsthand knowledge running toy dnves, glftmg homemade plllOWS

of the Revolutionary War came from having lved | and bears, and starting the organization Kinley's
near the Yorktown battleground. When | wrote about

tsunamis | remembered that they tested the tsunami [ Helping Hands. What makes Kinley a hometown
warning sirens when we lived on the beach in Hawaii. hero? She inspires others with the mountains she
moves. At a very young age she has accomplished

LN < much. Her actions show that no matter where the road has led you, the
a snowstorm. A good fire in the fireplace, people -

you can laugh with on a cold winter night.a lovely ¢ obstacles that come your way, your age, or even a disability—you can make a
stew, and reading a great book are my idea of heaven . |
A during long winters in the Berkshire Hills. - difference!

0: Which Fact Tracker did you find "%

0: What is your favorite winter activity?

y '_',-;?.'q-.. ) " o

! B
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Winter Scramble
Unscramble the weather words.
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Answer on last page

CKER DID YOU KNOW

Answer on last page

& THESE FACTS‘?

TS ks S r N PENGUINS have heavy bones,
and the extra weight helps them
stay underwater.
find lost travelersin  fRNF Yriic reiiics ” ""'"},lé';"'r,;jm

the Swiss Alps; they . o[, * | “rodrrems [l Bogiy <Jll Penguins..

Antarctica

stranded persono Pl { by ‘
the snow! R o 3 8 .

St. Bernard dog photo © by Fe

Track more facts in these books!
SNSRI wa ™
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THE TREE HOUSE

Mary Pope Oshorne
. k. N
5
==

Natalie Pope Boyce

We recently caught up with Mary Pope
Osborne, author of Magic Tree House and
Merlin Missions, and Natalie Pope Boyce,

author of the Magic Tree House Fact

Trackers, and asked them a few questions! & 3

The first Magic Tree House book, Dinosaurs Before # l
Dark, was published almost thirty years ago! How &
is the new deluxe edition different?

Mary:

Kids love learning and reading about dinosaurs!
Do you have a favorite dinosaur?

Natalie:

How have you found new ways to reach Magic
Tree House fans?

Mary:

You've written TONS of Fact Trackers over the years. an
Do any moments or memories stick out to you? =

Natalie:

How are your dogs Little Bear and Captain Wilson
enjoying their time at home?
Mary:

Hats off to
Captain Wilson!

AROUND W+ RLD

WITH JACK AND ANNIE!

USRI " ack and Annie come across a
mysterious tree house while walking in the woods
near their home in Frog Creek, Pennsylvania.

But where did the tree house come from?

Before Jack and Annie can find out, the mysterious

tree house whisks them to the past—the
Cretaceous Period, over 65 million
years ago! They find themselves in a valley filled with
dinosaurs, and they encounter animals long extinct.

Now they have to figure out how to get home. Can they
do it before dark . . . or will they become
a dinosaur’s dinner?

This fun first adventure in the oldest
time period Jack and Annie ever visited
is newly illustrated!

you call a
sleeping
dinosaur?

Answer on last page
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ILLUSTRATE YOUR OWN L. - -
ADVENTUR E

If you have a favorite Magic Tree House
book, have you ever wondered

how it would look fully

illustrated? Just Lik ) DELUXE FULL-COLOR EDITION %
[Lustratea s Just uxe

OPE OSBORNE’S
the Dinosaurs Before Dark &\“‘RY P

Deluxe Edition, reimagine MAGIC TREE HOUSE‘

what YOUR favorite
Magic Tree House

cover would look like if
YOU were the illustrator!
Then write a few
sentences about why
this is your favorite
adventure.

lllustrateq by

© 2020 Mary Pope Osborne. Magic Treé House is a régistered trademark of Mary Pope Osborne; used under license. lllustrations © 2020 by Antonio Javier Caparo.
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CLIMB intotHe TREE HOUSE
witi JACK AND ANNIE!

_ Christmas has never been more
s . [ | I ‘MARY POPI
@hristmas | magical! T_ravelto Camelqt with g et o
i o Jack, Annie, and the magic tree | Tppy US
(oumé house in this holiday fantasy ko ooy
adventure. T

a‘lwruit‘sﬂfmmmm I
kAT,

Join Jack and Annie as

they travel back in time— ¢ . -
i

¥

visit the age of the
dinosaurs, a medieval
castle, ancient pyramids, and
treasure-seeking pirates in this boxed set
perfect for Magic Tree House fans!

s 1 3.%‘,‘5‘" y."
A"

e "";;",-..; 5
' Magic. Mystery. Time-travel.
Go back to the adventure that
started it all with Jack and

Annie!

.

© 2020 Mary Pope Osborne. Magic Tréé House is a régistered trademark of Mary Pope Osborne; used under: Iice(lse. lllustrations ©;2020 by Antonio Javier Caparo,‘and Sal Murdocca. *

Antonio Javier Caporo




TRIVIA TIME: DINOSAUR EDITION

Think you know all you need to know about dinosaurs? Well, test your brains below!

You can play trivia by yourself or with your family! If you're playing with your family, have someone “host” the trivia
night. They can read the questions, you can write down your answers, and the host will let you know the correct
answers! Each question can count as a point. The person with the most points wins!

QUESTION 1: Millions of years ago, there was
just one continent. What did scientists name the
ancient continent?

A. Oviraptor
B. Pangaea

C. Rome

D. Washington

QUESTION 2: Dinosaurs were ALL what?
A. Reptiles C. Chickens
B. Mammals D. Insects

QUESTION 3: Scientists refer to the age of
dinosaurs as the Mesozoic Era. Which one of
these is NOT a period of the Mesozoic Era?

A. Triassic Period C. Cretaceous Period

B. Jurassic Period D. Age of Enlightenment

~—~ MAGIC

U__j:llucl-: HOUSE

FACTTRACKER
Dinosaurs

Answer on last page

Will Bshgrne and Mary Pope Osbome

/ Learn more in this

Fact Tracker!

QUESTION 4: What is a preserved dinosaur bone,
tooth, or footprint called?

A. Preservative
B. Savings Bond
C. Archaeologist
D. Fossil

QUESTION 5: Scientists who study fossils
are called :

A. Paleontologists
B. Optometrists
C. Podiatrists

D. Neurologists

QUESTION 6: Flesh-eating
dinosaurs, like the T. rex,
had flat teeth.

TRUE or FALSE

Page 18
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BANANA SUSHI RECIPE &

Scavenger hunts can be exhausting—and make you hungry!

When working
in the kitchen with
sharp objects and
hot appliances, make
sure you have adult
supervision and
help!

Sushi is normally made
with raw fish. Not a fan?
We've got a fix!

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
1 banana

1 tortilla

Peanut butter

STEP 1: STEP 3:

Place the tortilla on a flat surface, and Spread a small amount of peanut butter

coat it with a thin layer of peanut butter. along the inside edge of the tortilla to
keep it closed.
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© 2020 Mary Pope Osborne. Magic TL’

STEP 2:

Peel a banana and place it on the tortilla.  STEP 4:

Wrap the tortilla tightly around it. With an adult’s help, slice the tortilla into
one-inch sections, and enjoy!
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THE TREE HOUSE

/.2, Mary Pope Osborne

Natalie Pope Boyce

We recently caught up with Mary Pope
Oshorne, author of Magic Tree House and
Merlin Missions, and Natalie Pope Boyce,

author of the Magic Tree House Fact
Trackers, and asked them a few questions!

Ben Franklin was an American hero. What other
heroes have inspired you?

Mary: Different heroes I've written about are actually
the heroes who inspire me the most: George
Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Florence Nightingale,

»+1 Clara Barton, and Jackie Robinson.

w Are there any present-day heroes who continue
to inspire you?

0 Natalie: | think my present-day heroes probably

don't have fame or a lot of money. They are the
people like doctors, nurses, and aid workers who risk
their lives to help others.

What have been some of Jack and Annie’s

4 favorite animal adventures?

Mary: Jack and Annie LOVE dogs. Dogs appearina &
number of the stories, including Dogs in the Dead of 3
Night and Balto of the Blue Dawn. | would like to

v " have dogs appear in more books, because just like

.4 Jack and Annie, | LOVE dogs.

Meet Captain Wilson, f\g
Mary’s newest
four-legged friend!

iy What about Ben Franklin’s life
blew you away while you were researching him
for the newest Fact Tracker?

Natalie: Ben Franklin was a much bigger genius than
| had thought. He was a famous scientist, inventor,
and writer, and was the only person to sign all four
major documents of the Revolution. And he did all of
this with only two years of school!

PHILADELPHIA

AROUND =W~ RLD

WITH JACK AND ANNIE!

n To the Future, Ben Franklin!, Jack and Annie are
whisked away to OLd Philadelphia in 1787 where they meet Benjamin
Franklin! When they adventure to find “Doctor Ben,”
they're told by a gardener that he is “one of the
smartest human beings of all time” and that “he once
stole thunderbolts right out of the clouds™ (p.15). Jack
and Annie quickly understand why people love Benjamin
Franklin so much: “He’s an inventor and a scientist! A
diplomat and a writer! A scholar and a businessman”
(p.15)! But they have a mission: convince Ben Franklin to [

sign the Constitution. With the help of their book about

Old Philadelphia, Jack and Annie whisk Ben away to the future to show
him the ways of their present-day world and how none of it would be
possible if he and other delegates had not signed the Constitution!

ARY POP RV
MAGI
10USE

What do you think it would be like to come face to face with cars,

power lines, computers, air-conditioning, and planes for the first time?

Imagine being an adult who has never seen or used a phone before!
Can you think of other inventions that would
startle someone from the past? Ben Franklin is
stunned by modern inventions, but Jack and
Annie know they have to convince him that his
actions helped lead to these very successes.
Find out if Jack and Annie complete their
mission in Jo the Future, Ben Franklin!

 HOMETOWN HEROES

I‘"

0ur featured kid hero is Priscilla Nix from Aransas Pass, Texas.
She was nominated by her mom, Annie

Murrow. Priscilla was inspired to

volunteer with the ASPCA and All Hands

A new deluxe edition of Christmas ..
in Camelot will be out in time for
the holidays. Will there be more 3 4
holiday-themed adventures for g, - Gametol

Jack and Annie? o
¥ il

AGIC TREE HOUSE First Response after her family lost
their house due to damage sustained
during Hurricane Harvey. She makes her
own earrings and sells them to donate

money to both organizations.

(i hriet
1 _'l.'l'!\lf_n’l'l'{\,

Mary: Yes, | hope so! The new deluxe
edition coming out this fall is

really exciting, and we have

more planned for the future!
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Answer on last page

: 1752, Ben and his son~
A — / N William stood outside in
the rain with a kite, a
metal rod, and a metal key.
An electrical charge from g
the storm clouds traveled
down the rod and into the key,
and thanks to this experiment,
the world found out that _
lightning is a type of electricity.

0n New Year’s Day of 1863 Because of s

PRESIDENT LINCOLN issued an all the work he did for
order called the Emancipation the colonies and the
Proclamation. It said that slaves in United States, Ben is
all the states were “forever free.” S < otimes called the

FIRST AMERICAN.

On Aprit 15, 1947, JACKIE ROBINSON

became one of the first black players ona Major " o s 2 nerma | L i 'rJz';'rLrJ,'wm
League team. Although fans, players, and even VR |

some of h|s own teammates threate dand e :._,' Fronitin.

Track more facts in these books!




ATTENTION, EDUCATORS!

Check out the free downloadable Magic Tree House® resources
available through Mary’s own Classroom Adventures
Program created for teachers, like you, who have inspired Mary
for 30 years with your dedication and creative use of Magic Tree
House® hooks.

Mary’s program is a Gift of Time to teachers striving to find
creative ways to inspire their students and still meet curriculum
standards.

Classroom Adventures Program
mthclassroomadventures.org )

Follow Mary on
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Free downloadable resources include:

O A Curriculum Key that classifies every Magic Tree House®
book in the series by subject and curriculum standards

O Reading Level Guide for all Magic Tree House® books and
Fact Trackers

O Comprehensive Lesson Plans for every Magic Tree House®
book and Fact Tracker

Visit MTHClassroomAdventures.org for more information!

@Mary_Pope_0shorne and
@MaryPopeOshorne
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https://www.mthclassroomadventures.org/
http://MTHOnStage.com
http://MagicTreeHouse.com

